Introducing Australian Curriculum History F–10
There is much that is similar in the Australian Curriculum for History (AC History) and VELS. The two strands in the content descriptions for AC History- Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Skills are similar to the two dimensions for History in the VELS – Historical knowledge and understanding and Historical reasoning and interpretation.

Both AC History and VELS History have a similar sequence of Historical knowledge and understanding. In the primary years history begins with family and community history leading to Australian history in the later primary years. In the secondary years, Ancient and Medieval history are the focus for Years 7 and 8, while Australian and global history are studied in Years 9 and 10. AC History contains more specific detail about the content to be taught at all year levels and the time frames of the content from Year 4 to Year 10 are specified.

Both AC History and VELS History emphasise the teaching and learning of history through the development of inquiry skills and thinking and both the Historical Skills of the Australian Curriculum and Historical reasoning and interpretation of the VELS provide a developmental sequence of learning with an increasing emphasis on analysis and interpretation, and the use of evidence to support historical argument.

AC History has the following structure and characteristics:

· Each year level description provides an overview of the content, the key concepts of historical understanding and a series of key inquiry questions which frame the learning for that year.

· The content descriptions contain two strands Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical skills.  Historical Knowledge and Understanding is written for each year level from F–10 and provides specific content for that year level. Historical Skills are written in two-year bands, apart from F–2 which is written in a three-year band. Historical skills contain a series of sub-strands.

· The Achievement Standards for History are written for each year. They focus on skills and understanding rather then knowledge content.

· The structure of AC History in the secondary years is different from the structure in the primary years. In years F–6 content descriptions of Historical Knowledge and Understanding consist of a list of knowledge dot-points. In Years 7–10 each year has an Overview which provides contextualising material for the year followed by three Depth studies, each of which are selected from up to four electives.

Summary of key differences between AC History and VELS History F–2

At Levels 1 and 2 in the VELS, History is part of The Humanities domain (which contains both History and Geography). In the VELS the historical content and skills are described broadly in the Humanities domain Learning Focus statements for Prep and Level 2 respectively. AC History provides a year by year sequence of Historical Knowledge and Understanding with a single band of Historical Skills which are to be developed over the first three years of schooling.  

While the focus of F–2 History is on family and community history, AC History also includes a specific study of an historical site of cultural or spiritual significance at Year 2.

Years 3–6

In the VELS, History is part of The Humanities domain (which contains both History and Geography) at Level 3 where standards for History are combined with those for Geography. Standards for History do not begin until Level 4 in the VELS. AC History provides a year by year sequence of Historical Knowledge and Understanding with Historical Skills in two-year bands for Years 3–4 and Years 5–6.
Each Year Level contains specific thematic content or time frames. Year 4 focuses on pre-European Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history to European Settlement in 1788. Year 5 focuses on Colonial history in the 1800s and Year 6 focuses on Federation and the twentieth century.

A specific focus for Years 5 and 6 is on the peoples who became part of the Australian nation through migration and experiences of citizenship.

Years 7–8

AC History Years 7 and 8 is structured around specific time frames: 

· Year 7 – The Ancient World from approximately 60,000BCE to 650CE; and 

· Year 8 – The Ancient to the Modern World from c650 to c1750.

Within the three depth studies specified for Year 7, Investigating the Ancient Past is a compulsory study which focuses on the nature of historical inquiry and includes the nature of sources for the study of Ancient Australia. There is also a compulsory Asian depth study with a choice of China and India.

Within the three depth studies for Year 8 there is a compulsory Asia-Pacific depth study and there are depth study options which include content not covered in the VELS. These are: The Angkor/Khmer Empire (c802 – c1327), Polynesian expansion across the Pacific (c700 – 1756) and The Spanish conquest of the Aztecs and Incas (c1492 – c1572).

Years 9–10

AC History Years 9 and 10 contains specific time frames: 

· Year 9 – The Making of the Modern World, 1750 – 1918 

· Year 10 –The Modern World and Australia, 1918 until the present.

Within the three depth studies for Year 9, World War I is a mandated depth study, the European settlement of Australia is contextualised within a world history focus, and there is an option to study an Asian society in the period 1750 – 1918.

Within the three depth studies at Year 10, World War II and Rights and freedoms, which focuses on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander civil rights, are mandated depth studies. 
