Introducing Australian Curriculum English F–10

There is much that is similar in Australian Curriculum English (AC English) and VELS English although there are differences of emphasis. 

The strands in AC English are Language, Literature and Literacy and each strand contains a set of substrands. Teaching and learning programs based on the AC English will balance and integrate content from the three strands Language, Literature and Literacy, in a similar way that VELS-based teaching and learning programs integrate Texts and Language through teaching and assessing reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

To assist teachers in Victoria with integrating the content of AC English, the default view in AusVELS will be the modes view.

Summary of key differences between AC English and VELS English

In AC English, the Year Level Descriptions are written for each of years F, 1 and 2, and in two-year bands after Year 3. These describe the kinds of texts appropriate for each level. At each year level, a variety of texts is to be studied. Learning programs continue to be based on a range of texts selected by the school/teacher, but new in AC English is an emphasis on selecting literary texts, from F - 10, whose primary purpose is aesthetic. There is also a new emphasis on teaching texts from and about Asia, and texts from the oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

The Literature strand introduces more emphasis on the study of literary texts in primary schools, on the comparison of literary texts, and on students’ own creation of literary texts.  There are more explicit references to the types of texts students should read (for instance, ballad, limerick, haiku, tanka, verse novels). AC English is more explicit about comprehension and production of texts with images/moving images, and the design of texts with image and/or audio component.

The Language strand provides a more explicit common metalanguage for describing the features and functions of language, including terms drawn from functional grammar. Metalanguage to support teaching about features and functions of language is explained in a comprehensive hyperlinked Glossary. 

The Literacy strand defines English as the area of the curriculum primarily responsible for developing students’ ability to use language accurately and effectively in a wide range of contexts. Literacy should nevertheless continue to be taught across the curriculum as in the VELS.

The Australian Curriculum for English as an Additional Language has not yet been completed. Teachers in Victoria should continue to use the current ESL Standards (ESL Companion to the VELS) until further notice. 
